World's first commercial spacecraft completes manned flight
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By the CNN Wire Staff October 11, 2010 1:39 a.m. EDT (CNN) --

A pair of pilots flew the world's first manned commercial spacecraft over California's Mojave
Desert on Sunday, though they were the only ones aboard. The spaceship, called the VSS
Enterprise, completed a successful free flight from a mothership at 45,000 feet (13,700 meters)
to a landing in Mojave, California, Virgin Galactic said. Eventually, the 60-foot long rocket plane
will be taken 60,000 feet above the Earth by its carrier and fire rockets to propel itself into
space. The test-flight program is expected to continue through 2011, going first to a free glide
and then to a powered flight before commercial flights begin.




